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Nowhere2collaborate: connections, capacity, community, and knowledge
The "The Machine is Us/ing Us" cli
p recently posted to YouTube ends by saying that in the light of Web 2 we will have to rethink everything ... including ourselves. And I tend to agree. 

But let's start from the starrt and for educators one possible starting point is finding ways to use technologies to support and further our educational aspirations. There is no shortage of emerging technologies which can be used in educational settings. Our student's backpacks and our lounge rooms contain emerging technologies which are immeasurably more powerful and personal than last centuries' "personal computer".

But "technologies" are not just "things" or "tools" (e.g. the PDA, mobile, laptop or mp3 player). They are also the ways in which we use these tools, the techniques and expectations which pervade our lives. Biologically, we are little different from humans of 200 years ago. But if we were to take a mariner or a convict out of Phillip's First Fleet, or a soon to be displaced aborigine from Sydney Cove, they would have great difficulties coping with the digital world in which we live. While oversimplified, Prensky's distinction between "digital natives" and "digital immigrants" presents a vivid image of the speed and pervasiveness of changes in our students' expectations
 of what it means to communicate and learn. Perhaps the clearest expression of these developments it the change from the "read-only" to the "read-write" web which places individuals at the centre of their information and communication universe. It allows people, like you and I, to build and participate in overlapping communities based on shared interests and mutual trust. The importance of the individual, and the communities to which they belong, is exemplified by the announcement that Time's Person of the Year for 2006 was "You". It is also highlighted by the astronomical popularity and monetary value of group forming networks such as myspace, Facebook or YouTube.

While there are no shortages of emerging tools (hard technologies) and emerging expectations (soft technologies) there are shortages of ways for teachers to start to use these in his or her classroom.

· A shortage of time and space to learn about these tools and meld them into our existing educational practices;

· A shortage of infrastructure to support people doing new and innovative things

· A shortage of energy to explain once again what you are trying to achieve and why it might be better than the existing methods.
OK. It is now time to focus on how we can use emerging technologies (both the tools 

and the techniques) in educational situations. Emerging technologies are both the 

subject of what we want to do, as well as the way in which we can provide sustainable 

support these activities. This duality should not be surprising because if something is 

good for our students then it is likely that it will also be good for ourselves. 
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Marking Rubric

	General comments:

	


	
	Max 
	Your mark
	Grade
	Fail

(F)
	Pass
(P)
	Credit
(C)
	Distinction
(D)
	High distinction
(HD)

	
	
	
	
	0% to 49%
	50% to 64%
	65% to 74%
	75% to 84%
	85% to 100%

	ULP results 
provided for each section
	10
	
	
	No or limited  results provided 
	Results provided  for some 
	Results provided for all sections but they are brief 
	Results well described


	Comprehensive results  provided 

	Reflections provided in each section
	10
	7
	C
	Reflection

do not cover all sections
	Limited reflections presented 
	Reflections cover all sections 
	Covers all sections but could have been expanded
	Exemplary

	Main point       (10)
	10
	9.8
	HD (+)
	Main point not provided 
	Main point provided 
	Main point clearly expressed  but not linked
	Main point well expressed and linked to question  
	Well expressed main point which is clear, succinct, linked to question asked 

	Format
	6
	
	
	Many mistakes
	1 minor mistake
	As required
	Beyond requirements
	Exemplary

	Bonuses 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	36
	17
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentages
	100%
	47%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mark 
	50
	24
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 
	
	
	F(+)
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